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The 11th Internat ional  Symposium on the Chemis t ry  of Natural  Compounds ,he ldeve ry  two y e a r s  under  the 
aegis  of  IUPAC,washe ld  on September  17 to 23, 1978 at Varna (Bulgaria).  Seven hundred de legates  took pa r t  
in the sympos ium.  The Soviet delegat ion,  headed by Academic ian  Yu. A. Ovchinnikov, was r ep re sen t ed  by s c i en -  
t i s t s  f rom Moscow, Riga, Minsk,  I rku t sk ,  Vladivostok,  Khar 'kov ,  Tashkent ,  Novos ib i r sk ,  Tbi l is i ,  E revan ,  and 
Ufa - a total  of fifty par t ic ipants .  Eminent  sc ien t i s t s  f rom m o r e  than 20 countr ies  of  the world attended the 
sympos ium.  

The work of the sympos ium was c a r r i e d  out in f o ~  sec t ions :  A - bioorganic  chemis t ry ;  B and D (com- 
bined) - e l u c i d a t i o n  of the s t ruc tu re  and chemica l  t r ans fo rma t ions  of na tura l  compounds,  and physical  methods  
for  the i r  investigation; and C - t h e  synthes is  of natural  compounds.  

The sympos ium was opened on September  18 in the Pa lace  of Sport in Varna.  The par t ic ipants  In the s y m -  
posium were  g ree ted  by- the P res iden t  of  theBulgar ian  Academy of Sciences A. Balevski ,  the P r i m e  Minis ter  
of the Peop les '  Republic of Bulgaria  Stanko Todorov,  and the executive s e c r e t a r y  of  the organiz ing commi t t ee  
R. Vlakhov. 

The par t ic ipants  in the sympos ium congratula ted  Nobel Laurea te  P r o f e s s o r  Barton on  his sixt ieth b i r t h -  
day. P r o f e s s o r  Eerou t  (Czechoslovakia) gave  a b r i e f  ta lk on Bar ton ' s  scient i f ic  work.  P r o f e s s o r  Barton was 
awarded  the Memor ia l  Medal of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the Gold Medal of I-Ionorary P r o f e s s o r  
at Sofia Univers i ty .  Then P r o f e s s o r  Barton de l ivered  a p lenary  l ec tu re  on "New Peact ions in Carbohydra te  
Chemis t ry . "  

A lec tu re  on "The bioorganic c h e m i s t r y  of ionic t r a n s p o r t  through m e m b r a n e s "  read  by Lenin P r i z e  
holder  Academician Yu. A. Ovchinnikov, who, toge ther  with his pupils ,  has made  a substant ia l  contr ibut ion to 
our tmderstanding of ionic t r a n s p o r t  in connection with the action of valInomycin and the enniat ins ,  was hea rd  
with g r ea t  in teres t .  P r o f e s s o r  Wiesner  (Canada) gave a l ec tu re  on four routes  for  the comple te  synthes is  of 
a lkaloids  of  the delphinine type.  His invest igat ions a r e  the f i r s t  and sti l l  the only ones on the comple te  syn the -  
s i s  of the aconite alkaloids with a lycoctonine skeleton.  Grea t  attention was a t t r ac ted  by the l ec tu re  of  P r o f e s -  
so r  Ourisson (France) on new types  of  na tura l  terpenoid ,  the hopanoids.  P r o f e s s o r  Kametani  (Japan) dwelt  in 
detai l  on the comple te  synthes is  of na tura l  compounds by t h e r m o l y s i s .  This method has recen t ly  come into wide 
u s e .  

The l ec tu re  of P r o f e s s o r  t te rout  (Czechoslovakia) was devoted to some types of t e rpeno ids ,  the i r  i n t e r a c -  
t ion, and their  poss ib le  ro le  in plants .  

At the sympos ium 14 p lenary  l ec tu re s ,  80 ha l f -hour  p lenary  l e c t u r e s ,  and about 400 bench communica t ions  
were  heard.  

It is proposed to hold the next ,  12th, sympos ium on the c h e m i s t r y  of natural  compounds in the  Canary 
Is lands in 1980. 

Translated from Khimiya Prirodnykh Soedinenii, No. i, pp. 111-112, January-February, 1979. 
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